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October 10, 2006 
 
 
SWISS with strong passenger growth in first nine months  
  
SWISS achieved a sharp increase in the number of passengers 
carried in the first nine months of 2006. Compared to the same 
period a year ago, the number of passengers rose by 7.1% to 
more than 7.8 million. The average seat load factor (SLF) for the 
full route network was 79.8%, compared to 79.1% for the same 
period last year (+0.7 percentage points). On intercontinental 
routes, the SLF in the first nine months stabilised at a high level 
of 83.8% (previous year 85%). In Europe the SLF increased by 4.7 
percentage points to 71.5%.  
 
In September 2006 SWISS achieved an SLF of 83.2% (previous 
year: 82.2%). The airline carried 941,632 passengers, which 
translates into a strong gain of 9 per cent over the same month a 
year ago. 
 
At 86%, the SLF on intercontinental routes in September 2006 was 
down by 1.4 percentage points from level of 87.4% for the same 
month a year earlier. While capacity (available seat kilometres /ASK) 
was increased by 7% on a year-ago comparison, sales volume 
(revenue passenger kilometres /RPK) increased by 5.4% for the same 
period. 

On European routes SWISS raised its SLF in September by 6 
percentage points to 77.3% (previous year: 71.3%). A 4.6% increase 
in capacity (available seat kilometres /ASK) was more than matched 
by a 13.3% increase in revenue passenger kilometres (RPK). 

 
The airline’s cargo business, which is conducted by Swiss 
WorldCargo, remained steady overall at a high level in the first nine 
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months of 2006, with a freight load factor of 84.6% (previous year 
85.9%). 
 



Passengers Passengers Passengers SLF SLF SLF
Europe Intercontinental Total Europe Intercontinental Total

Jan 506'366 173'527 679'893 55.5% 80.8% 72.7%
Feb 514'312 155'924 670'236 59.5% 78.1% 72.1%
Mar 654'367 189'198 843'565 67.8% 82.7% 77.9%
Apr 714'990 188'257 903'247 74.2% 83.9% 80.7%
May 729'332 191'366 920'698 72.4% 81.4% 78.5%
Jun 740'100 196'424 936'524 76.4% 86.1% 83.0%
Jul 774'004 206'976 980'980 79.2% 86.5% 84.2%
Aug 763'658 212'407 976'065 77.3% 87.4% 84.1%
Sep 742'177 199'455 941'632 77.3% 86.0% 83.2%
Oct
Nov
Dec

Comparison Passengers and Seat Load Factor (SLF %) versus prior year

Next updates:

- October 06 figures November 09, 2006
- November 06 figures December 12, 2006

Traffic Statistics January-December 2006
LX Scheduled Services
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Passengers and Seat Load Factor (SLF %) European Routes
Comparison versus prior year

Passengers and Seat Load Factor (SLF %) Intercontinental Routes
Comparison versus prior year

August 7th, 2003

Traffic Statistics January-December 2006
LX Scheduled Services
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Traffic Statistic January 2002
LX Scheduled Services

2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 506'366 505'995 0.1% 506'366 505'995 0.1%
Intercontinental 173'527 182'671 -5.0% 173'527 182'671 -5.0%
Total 679'893 688'666 -1.3% 679'893 688'666 -1.3%

Flights
Europe 8'823 10'241 -13.8% 8'823 10'241 -13.8%
Intercontinental 1'358 1'366 -0.01 1'358 1'366 -0.6%
Total 10'181 11'607 -12.3% 10'181 11'607 -12.3%

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 691 690 0.2% 691 690 0.2%
Intercontinental 1'450 1'500 -3.3% 1'450 1'500 -3.3%
Total 2'141 2'190 -2.2% 2'141 2'190 -2.2%

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 384 374 2.7% 384 374 2.7%
Intercontinental 1'172 1'223 -4.2% 1'172 1'223 -4.2%
Total 1'556 1'597 -2.6% 1'556 1'597 -2.6%

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 55.5% 54.2% 1.3% 55.5% 54.2% 1.3%
Intercontinental 80.8% 81.6% -0.8% 80.8% 81.6% -0.8%
Total 72.7% 72.9% -0.2% 72.7% 72.9% -0.2%

Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 83.2% 82.4% 0.8% 83.2% 82.4% 0.8%

Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 87'467 89'097 -1.8% 87'467 89'097 -1.8%

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

January Cumulative

Traffic Statistics January 2006
LX Scheduled Services



Traffic Statistic January 2002
LX Scheduled Services

2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 514'312 484'640 6.1% 1'020'678 990'635 3.0%
Intercontinental 155'924 154'540 0.9% 329'451 337'211 -2.3%
Total 670'236 639'180 4.9% 1'350'129 1'327'846 1.7%

Flights
Europe 8'134 9'511 -14.5% 16'957 19'752 -14.2%
Intercontinental 1'256 1'234 0.02 2'614 2'600 0.5%
Total 9'390 10'745 -12.6% 19'571 22'352 -12.4%

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 636 632 0.8% 1'328 1'322 0.4%
Intercontinental 1'343 1'314 2.2% 2'792 2'814 -0.8%
Total 1'979 1'946 1.7% 4'120 4'136 -0.4%

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 379 351 7.9% 763 725 5.2%
Intercontinental 1'048 1'035 1.3% 2'221 2'258 -1.7%
Total 1'427 1'386 3.0% 2'983 2'983 0.0%

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 59.5% 55.6% 3.9% 57.5% 54.8% 2.7%
Intercontinental 78.1% 78.7% -0.6% 79.5% 80.2% -0.7%
Total 72.1% 71.2% 0.9% 72.4% 72.1% 0.3%

Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 90.4% 89.9% 0.5% 86.7% 86.1% 0.6%

Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 91'190 89'653 1.7% 178'657 178'750 -0.1%

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

February Cumulative

Traffic Statistics February 2006
LX Scheduled Services



2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 654'367 640'333 2.2% 1'675'045 1'630'968 2.7%
Intercontinental 189'198 185'569 2.0% 518'649 522'780 -0.8%
Total 843'565 825'902 2.1% 2'193'694 2'153'748 1.9%

Flights
Europe 9'047 10'572 -14.4% 26'004 30'324 -14.2%
Intercontinental 1'414 1'385 0.02 4'028 3'985 1.1%
Total 10'461 11'957 -12.5% 30'032 34'309 -12.5%

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 727 725 0.2% 2'054 2'047 0.3%
Intercontinental 1'539 1'474 4.4% 4'331 4'288 1.0%
Total 2'265 2'199 3.0% 6'386 6'336 0.8%

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 493 477 3.4% 1'256 1'202 4.5%
Intercontinental 1'273 1'242 2.5% 3'493 3'500 -0.2%
Total 1'765 1'719 2.7% 4'749 4'702 1.0%

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 67.8% 65.7% 2.1% 61.1% 58.7% 2.4%
Intercontinental 82.7% 84.2% -1.5% 80.6% 81.6% -1.0%
Total 77.9% 78.1% -0.2% 74.4% 74.2% 0.2%

Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 89.7% 89.0% 0.7% 87.8% 87.1% 0.7%

Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 103'323 98'689 4.7% 281'980 277'439 1.6%

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

March Cumulative

Traffic Statistics March 2006
LX Scheduled Services



2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 714'990 654'672 9.2% 2'390'035 2'285'640 4.6%
Intercontinental 188'257 188'133 0.1% 706'906 710'913 -0.6%
Total 903'247 842'805 7.2% 3'096'941 2'996'553 3.4%

Flights
Europe 9'032 10'284 -12.2% 35'036 40'608 -13.7%
Intercontinental 1'340 1'385 -0.03 5'368 5'370 0.0%
Total 10'372 11'669 -11.1% 40'404 45'978 -12.1%

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 748 723 3.4% 2'802 2'770 1.2%
Intercontinental 1'514 1'489 1.7% 5'846 5'778 1.2%
Total 2'262 2'212 2.3% 8'648 8'548 1.2%

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 555 490 13.3% 1'811 1'692 7.0%
Intercontinental 1'271 1'266 0.4% 4'764 4'766 0.0%
Total 1'826 1'756 4.0% 6'575 6'457 1.8%

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 74.2% 67.8% 6.4% 64.6% 61.1% 3.5%
Intercontinental 83.9% 85.0% -1.1% 81.5% 82.5% -1.0%
Total 80.7% 79.4% 1.3% 76.0% 75.5% 0.5%

Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 83.9% 86.9% -3.0% 86.8% 87.0% -0.2%

Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 85'845 97'169 -11.7% 367'825 374'608 -1.8%

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

April Cumulative

Traffic Statistics April 2006
LX Scheduled Services



2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 729'332 650'951 12.0% 3'119'367 2'936'591 6.2%
Intercontinental 191'366 187'997 1.8% 898'272 898'910 -0.1%
Total 920'698 838'948 9.7% 4'017'639 3'835'501 4.7%

Flights
Europe 9'438 10'186 -7.3% 44'474 50'794 -12.4%
Intercontinental 1'382 1'427 -0.03 6'750 6'797 -0.7%
Total 10'820 11'613 -6.8% 51'224 57'591 -11.1%

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 775 734 5.5% 3'577 3'505 2.1%
Intercontinental 1'589 1'529 4.0% 7'435 7'306 1.8%
Total 2'364 2'263 4.5% 11'012 10'811 1.9%

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 561 500 12.3% 2'372 2'191 8.2%
Intercontinental 1'294 1'257 3.0% 6'057 6'022 0.6%
Total 1'855 1'756 5.6% 8'429 8'214 2.6%

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 72.4% 68.0% 4.4% 66.3% 62.5% 3.8%
Intercontinental 81.4% 82.2% -0.8% 81.5% 82.4% -0.9%
Total 78.5% 77.6% 0.9% 76.5% 76.0% 0.5%

Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 81.1% 83.5% -2.4% 85.6% 86.2% -0.6%

Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 86'149 95'602 -9.9% 453'974 470'210 -3.5%

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

May Cumulative

Traffic Statistics May 2006
LX Scheduled Services



2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 740'100 661'327 11.9% 3'859'467 3'597'918 7.3%
Intercontinental 196'424 191'291 2.7% 1'094'696 1'090'201 0.4%
Total 936'524 852'618 9.8% 4'954'163 4'688'119 5.7%

Flights
Europe 9'061 10'014 -9.5% 53'535 60'808 -12.0%
Intercontinental 1'383 1'376 0.01 8'133 8'173 -0.5%
Total 10'444 11'390 -8.3% 61'668 68'981 -10.6%

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 751 725 3.6% 4'328 4'229 2.3%
Intercontinental 1'588 1'478 7.4% 9'023 8'785 2.7%
Total 2'339 2'203 6.2% 13'351 13'014 2.6%

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 574 508 13.0% 2'945 2'699 9.1%
Intercontinental 1'368 1'289 6.1% 7'425 7'311 1.6%
Total 1'942 1'796 8.1% 10'371 10'010 3.6%

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 76.4% 70.0% 6.4% 68.1% 63.8% 4.3%
Intercontinental 86.1% 87.2% -1.1% 82.3% 83.2% -0.9%
Total 83.0% 81.5% 1.5% 77.7% 76.9% 0.8%

Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 82.6% 84.9% -2.3% 85.3% 86.0% -0.7%

Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 86'486 96'062 -10.0% 540'460 566'272 -4.6%

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

June Cumulative

Traffic Statistics June 2006
LX Scheduled Services



2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 774'004 697'794 10.9% 4'633'471 4'295'712 7.9%
Intercontinental 206'976 203'941 1.5% 1'301'672 1'294'142 0.6%
Total 980'980 901'735 8.8% 5'935'143 5'589'854 6.2%

Flights
Europe 9'239 9'886 -6.5% 62'774 70'694 -11.2%
Intercontinental 1'429 1'424 0.00 9'562 9'597 -0.4%
Total 10'668 11'310 -5.7% 72'336 80'291 -9.9%

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 782 748 4.5% 5'110 4'978 2.7%
Intercontinental 1'642 1'531 7.3% 10'666 10'316 3.4%
Total 2'424 2'279 6.4% 15'775 15'293 3.2%

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 619 556 11.5% 3'565 3'255 9.5%
Intercontinental 1'421 1'365 4.1% 8'846 8'676 2.0%
Total 2'040 1'921 6.2% 12'411 11'931 4.0%

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 79.2% 74.3% 4.9% 69.8% 65.4% 4.4%
Intercontinental 86.5% 89.2% -2.7% 82.9% 84.1% -1.2%
Total 84.2% 84.3% -0.1% 78.7% 78.0% 0.7%

Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 82.6% 85.4% -2.8% 84.9% 85.9% -1.0%

Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 86'443 97'047 -10.9% 626'903 663'319 -5.5%

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

July Cumulative

Traffic Statistics July 2006
LX Scheduled Services



2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 763'658 672'321 13.6% 5'397'129 4'968'033 8.6%
Intercontinental 212'407 204'009 4.1% 1'514'079 1'498'151 1.1%
Total 976'065 876'330 11.4% 6'911'208 6'466'184 6.9%

Flights
Europe 9'278 9'884 -6.1% 72'052 80'578 -10.6%
Intercontinental 1'431 1'420 0.01 10'993 11'017 -0.2%
Total 10'709 11'304 -5.3% 83'045 91'595 -9.3%

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 789 755 4.6% 5'899 5'732 2.9%
Intercontinental 1'639 1'531 7.0% 12'304 11'847 3.9%
Total 2'428 2'286 6.2% 18'203 17'579 3.5%

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 610 540 13.0% 4'175 3'794 10.0%
Intercontinental 1'432 1'360 5.3% 10'278 10'036 2.4%
Total 2'042 1'899 7.5% 14'453 13'830 4.5%

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 77.3% 71.5% 5.8% 70.8% 66.2% 4.6%
Intercontinental 87.4% 88.8% -1.4% 83.5% 84.7% -1.2%
Total 84.1% 83.1% 1.0% 79.4% 78.7% 0.7%

Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 82.3% 84.1% -1.8% 84.5% 85.7% -1.2%

Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 83'564 91'471 -8.6% 710'467 754'790 -5.9%

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

August Cumulative

Traffic Statistics August 2006
LX Scheduled Services



2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 742'177 670'187 10.7% 6'139'306 5'638'220 8.9%
Intercontinental 199'455 193'612 3.0% 1'713'534 1'691'763 1.3%
Total 941'632 863'799 9.0% 7'852'840 7'329'983 7.1%

Flights
Europe 8'716 9'689 -10.0% 80'768 90'267 -10.5%
Intercontinental 1'377 1'386 -0.01 12'370 12'403 -0.3%
Total 10'093 11'075 -8.9% 93'138 102'670 -9.3%

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 750 717 4.6% 6'648 6'449 3.1%
Intercontinental 1'590 1'485 7.1% 13'894 13'332 4.2%
Total 2'339 2'202 6.3% 20'542 19'781 3.8%

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 579 511 13.3% 4'754 4'306 10.4%
Intercontinental 1'368 1'298 5.4% 11'646 11'334 2.8%
Total 1'947 1'809 7.6% 16'401 15'640 4.9%

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 77.3% 71.3% 6.0% 71.5% 66.8% 4.7%
Intercontinental 86.0% 87.4% -1.4% 83.8% 85.0% -1.2%
Total 83.2% 82.2% 1.1% 79.8% 79.1% 0.7%

Estimate Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 85.6% 87.7% -2.1% 84.6% 85.9% -1.3%

Estimate Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 87'584 96'214 -9.0% 798'051 851'004 -6.2%

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

September Cumulative

Traffic Statistics September 2006
LX Scheduled Services



2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 642'720 6'280'940
Intercontinental 186'384 1'878'147
Total 829'104 8'159'087

Flights
Europe 9'720 99'987
Intercontinental 1'403 13'806
Total 11'123 113'793

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 714 7'163
Intercontinental 1'514 14'846
Total 2'228 22'010

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 487 4'793
Intercontinental 1'268 12'602
Total 1'755 17'394

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 68.2% 66.9%
Intercontinental 83.7% 84.9%
Total 78.8% 79.0%

Estimate Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 89.0% 86.2%

Estimate Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 99'197 950'201

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

October Cumulative

Traffic Statistics October 2006
LX Scheduled Services



2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 520'531 6'801'471
Intercontinental 163'875 2'042'022
Total 684'406 8'843'493

Flights
Europe 8'619 108'606
Intercontinental 1'315 15'121
Total 9'934 123'727

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 652 7'815
Intercontinental 1'409 16'255
Total 2'061 24'070

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 381 5'174
Intercontinental 1'104 13'706
Total 1'485 18'879

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 58.5% 66.2%
Intercontinental 78.4% 84.3%
Total 72.1% 78.4%

Estimate Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 89.2% 86.5%

Estimate Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 92'962 1'043'163

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

November Cumulative

Traffic Statistics November 2006
LX Scheduled Services



2006 2005 2006 2005

Number of Passengers 1)

Europe 548'480 7'349'951
Intercontinental 172'533 2'214'555
Total 721'013 9'564'506

Flights
Europe 8'631 117'237
Intercontinental 1'359 16'480
Total 9'990 133'717

Available Seat km (ASK, in mill)
Europe 672 8'487
Intercontinental 1'451 17'706
Total 2'123 26'193

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in mill)
Europe 418 5'591
Intercontinental 1'172 14'878
Total 1'590 20'469

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 62.2% 65.9%
Intercontinental 80.8% 84.0%
Total 74.9% 78.1%

Estimate Freight Load Factor (%) 3)

Intercontinental 86.7% 86.5%

Estimate Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000)
Intercontinental 99'115 1'142'278

1) Revenue Passengers
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
   deviation in % pts
3) Including mail   
   deviation in % pts

December Cumulative

Traffic Statistics December 2006
LX Scheduled Services
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