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Media release 
 

 

Zurich Airport, 9 February 2012 

 

January traffic figures 

SWISS takes off into 2012 with stable passenger volumes 
 

Swiss International Air Lines carried 1,134,631 passengers in January 2012, a 1.7% 
increase on the prior-year period (2011: 1,116,016 passengers). Total flights operated 

systemwide declined 1.1%, from the 12,643 of January 2011 to 12,508. Of these, 11,095 
flights were on SWISS’s European network (down 1.3%) and 1,413 were performed on 
intercontinental routes (up 1.1%). 

Total capacity in available seat-kilometres (ASK) was virtually unchanged (down 0.1%) 
from its January 2011 level. Total traffic volume in revenue passenger-kilometres (RPK) 
was also broadly at prior-year levels for the month, declining 0.2%.  

SWISS achieved a systemwide seat load factor for January 2012 of 75.7% (compared to 
75.8% for the prior-year period). Seat load factor on the European network stood at 
64.8% (up 2.2 percentage points from the 62.6% of January 2011), while seat load factor 

for intercontinental services amounted to 81.4% (a 1.2-percentage-point decline from the 
82.6% of the prior-year period).           

Swiss WorldCargo posted a cargo load factor (by volume) of 75.0% for January, a 3.2-

percentage-point decline on the 78.2% of the same month last year. Total cargo sales 
were 4.2% below January 2011 in revenue-tonne-kilometre terms. 

 

SWISS’s full traffic statistics are available on the www.swiss.com website (“About SWISS” > 
“Financial information” > “Traffic reports”). 
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January            
2012

January                 
2011

Year-on-Year 
Variation

Cumulative            
2012

Cumulative            
2011

Year-on-Year 
Variation

Passengers
Europe 880'448 860'485 2.3% 880'448 860'485 2.3%
Intercontinental 254'183 255'531 -0.5% 254'183 255'531 -0.5%
Total 1'134'631 1'116'016 1.7% 1'134'631 1'116'016 1.7%

Flights 1)

Europe 11'095 11'245 -1.3% 11'095 11'245 -1.3%
Intercontinental 1'413 1'398 1.1% 1'413 1'398 1.1%
Total 12'508 12'643 -1.1% 12'508 12'643 -1.1%

Available Seat km (ASK, in millions)
Europe 1'104 1'102 0.2% 1'104 1'102 0.2%
Intercontinental 2'132 2'139 -0.3% 2'132 2'139 -0.3%
Total 3'236 3'241 -0.1% 3'236 3'241 -0.1%

Revenue Passenger km (RPK, in millions)
Europe 716 690 3.7% 716 690 3.7%
Intercontinental 1'735 1'767 -1.8% 1'735 1'767 -1.8%
Total 2'451 2'457 -0.2% 2'451 2'457 -0.2%

Seat Load Factor (SLF %) 2)

Europe 64.8% 62.6% 2.2%P 64.8% 62.6% 2.2%P
Intercontinental 81.4% 82.6% -1.2%P 81.4% 82.6% -1.2%P
Total 75.7% 75.8% -0.1%P 75.7% 75.8% -0.1%P

Estimated Cargo Load Factor (%) 3)

Total 75.0% 78.2% -3.2%P 75.0% 78.2% -3.2%P

Estimated Freight Tonnes Kilometers (FTK, in 1000) 3)

Total 104'930 109'506 -4.2% 104'930 109'506 -4.2%

Notes
1) A flight includes all flight legs which are operated under one single flight number;
   intermediate stops are not considered.
2) SLF = RPK / ASK 
3) Including mail   
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